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As the .leaves fall, the calendar .grows slimmer; 
the year's hour is on the wane., October, with its .. , 

variable days of heat and cold, cloud and sun, wind 
and calm nresents itself to us with all- its. special 
autumnal significance, , Autumn afield -sends out its 
summons.'that is' not to be denied. Even'the arm-chair 
naturalist, is Stirred. Better take a last, long look.- 
Your curiosity is aroused as the noisy crows clamour,-.- 
in the-nine woods, the strident bluejay pierces the 
gaudy" hedge, a shrill shriek poised like a question -, — 
in the a/ir, and the., splendid. harvest of waxy chestnuts: 
is split open and flung, in moist array, across the nave.- 
ment. Yes, summer has done her level best and here 
spread forth for all to see are the fruits-of her 
fulfillment, her records of achievement. . 

« • # * 

Hear that summonss .don't deny yourself. Go 
afield.,'-Stretch'in the, warm., fall sunshine and-sniff 
that last green-tang on the frosty air. * Better still^- 
nlan to spend your Thanksgiving week-end with- the 
Hamilton N--turalists' Club at Pint- Grove In** at Dwight 
and savor these final delights in and around.Algonquin 
Pork. "On-your return, tell us what you saw and what 
you learned. v !want to hear from all our members 
through the record of their memorable.experiences. 

Below we present our o^’n harvest of-printed leaves, 
we give you the October " r '00D DUCK". The "Wood Duck" 
is the image of many things to many people. This month 
snakes receive our undivided attention, as .pets, and we 
consider fungi in infinite• variety,. -. • 
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F U N G I 


Tr.c old adage that "no news is good news 


ii 


deplorably applies to the group of simple plants that 
contain no green colouring matter,--the fungi. Despite 
the fascination and interest that fungi hold for the 
cognoscenti, the general public is ignorant of all 
but the detrimental facts about these myriad plants. 

The disastrous results of a fungus epidemic, for 
instance,-- the Irish potato famine of 1845 was caused 
by a mould or fungus. Similarly, many more observant 
people noticed the devestation of the Chestnut tree 
and can attribute its cause to a fungus blight started 
in the United States in 1904. Injurious fungi, called 
Tusto , ilde’-s" 7 "moulds 11 and other names, dependent 
more upon appearance than on scientific classification, 
cause widespread damage that is. known and recognized-. - 


Ti.,e 


"scab" of apples and other fruits; the 


ii 


arly 


ii 


and "late blight" of’ the potato crop,, even, man's 
athlete'- foot",--these facts are known to the. public. 
Perhaps we : : can add a-few interesting facts to restore 
the group- fungi to favour.. 


Tnitia 
eluding yea 
useful as t 
others are 
saprophytic 
decay and d 
Since we ar 
it might be. 
fungi in t.h 


lly,. let us point out that'many fungi, in- 
sts and many'mushrooms and truffles are very 
able fare of the highest order. Still, , 
used in;medicine. Generally speaking, most 
fungi are beneficial because they cause 
ecomposit ion ofvanimal and plant matter, 
e taking a look at. both sides of the picture 
wise to review the location of the group : 
e world of living things. •' ' ' . 


. . * i • , . 

The fungi are divided as follows 


Myxornycetes 
Aecomycetes 

. j 

Phycomvcetes 
Basidiornycetes 
I :perfect fungi 


(Slime- moulds) 

(Y"--..sts, powdery mildews, blue, and 
:.green moulds', cup fungi, morels) 

(’ a ter and bread moulds, downy mildews) 
(S-uts, rusts, mushrooms) • 

(Complete data missing).-. 


.T-ihse classes of fungi belong to the division 
of Pnyllum Th-lloPhyta in the Plant Ui; >-dom. ■ : 


b- shall select at random interesting facts ' 
about representatives of these classes which cannot 

fail to. entertain and intrigue the student of nature. 

. . . 1 . * * ♦ .* • ■ « 

• r • • • * * • 

Mushrooms, for. example: there are'‘a thousand or 
more varieties of mushrooms -that -are good to eat 
Botanists have given eac.h a I-tin (family name. Agarics. 
theLatm namefor field, is the grouping of the^harmle 
varieties gro’ing in pastures, lawns and open fields. 
Gild common table mushrooms grow thickest in fall or” 
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In this connection, tvo nuonle cane to 


The first, r r. G' r.*et B- 11, Brocie Cf-.L of 


late summer 

mind . -A. - aw -L. «■!— -A. Kj \.t tj 1 6 \ji UO U JLJ ’ _J _ L 

Toronto, a/hose gloving words about edible mushrooms 
are savoured still. '7c listened entranced, as junior 
naturalists, to his description of the fate of the 
edible mushioom. In his words, that mushrooms always 
came to the same certain end. - It nas "oclicious, 
when fried in butter." Secondly, we remember 
" 7 r. lames Shi..,izu, an early bird on !'ic’’ T n'*ter camnus 
whose harvest of autumn mushroom cron often ends un 
with our pan of crisp, breakfast bacon or garnishing 
a succulent, steak. 


: Tre morels, growing best among leaves or wood" 

ashes, have been eulogized popularly in these glowing 
terms s ■ ' • ' ' 

"If: Tby, if it rains, we have morels. Morels 
are mushrooms that look like bath sponges on sticks, 

T'^y grow in M--W and only in I by and cannot possibly 
be mistaken for anything, else, I .-oa» t Puink anyone 
should gather wild mushrooms without positive identi¬ 
fication, but an idiot should be able to distinguish 
morels frow all others, and since they are the wost 
delicious of all mushrooms, it would be worthwhile 
to get acquainted." 

The familiar p uf fballs,, also called s moke ball s 
or dev ils 1 snu ffb oxe s, grow to be more than two feet 
across, of as large as bushel baskets. w.On of the 
most exciting and beautiful examples of this group 
is. the Eertf St-r (G-~as ter hygr o metr icus). 11. y, outer 

covering bursts into a form like a star, leaving the 
ball in the ,centre. In day weather they roll up and 
the wind carries the plant about,’ scattering its' 
spores as it travels. • • . . ’ 

AlT.nough native to European countries, growing 
w ild in England and Fr-r,cv>, w e must mention the tru ffle, 
a kind of fungus that grows underground and is used 
as food. Truffles belong to the: genus Tun*.r of the 
family Tuberaceae. F-rcy food counters in our grocery 
stores trade in these-canned or bottled fungus delicacies 
They grow in clusters several inches below the ground, 
and no part of the' plant projects above the. ground. 

The spores are borne within the■tuber-like body of 
the fungus.' Truffles are hunted by specially-trained 
dogs and.pigs. A nig can smell out a truffle froma 
distance, twenty feet and win run quickly • to the snot 
and dig it out. The French, masters of tasty cuisine, 
use these delicious fungi-as a condiment or a salad 
garnish. .. ' 


Among what one author terms "everyday" f‘ Ul ^.us, 
fungus for fun, it the Artist - F u: rus (F-~o£j applanatus) 
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The fruiting body of this Polypore family grows 
larger each year making annual age rings as does a 
tree. where the fun comes in,-- scratching the 

undersurface of the fungus with a sharp instrument, . 
you can dra'" or write on it. The oxidation of the 
juice oozing to the surface leaves a permanent record 
of your artistry. It can be found growing on dead 
logs as ,:, ell as on live trees. 


k'ro on and on, ad inf ini tum,—endless varieties 
in endless locations. Fungi, simple plants without 
stem, loaves or flowers, occur everywhere in the water, 
soil and air. S~- fungi, such as the bacteria, are 
so minute that they must be viewed under a microscopic 


lens 


But there they are, in infinite variety 


awaiting the focus of our attention 


By Jo Prince. 

o o o o o 


REPTILES AS PETS 


By Ctleste Farlan 

why is our choice of household pets so limited? 

True, we keep dogs, cats, birds, fish, hamsters and a few 
other types of animals, but very few of us choose reptiles 
as pets. This I fool to be a mistake,'for not only do we 
deprive ourselves of the pleasure, entertainment and 
interest we would get from a reptilian pet but, by our 
very ignorance of such animals, and their habits, we 
are unable to tell, for instance, a poisonous snake from 
the harmless variety of which there are so many; a snapping 
turtle from other kinds; frogs from toads and so on. 

This ignorance can- result in fear of the unknown,--and 
this, in its turn, can result in the unnecessary death or 
injury of many snakes that are of great benefit to us. 

I T . ver kill a snake just because it is a snake. Arm your¬ 
self with as much knowledge as possible about these 
reptiles so that you can tell the difference between 
poisonous and non-ooisonous snakes.- 

All snakes to me are really rather beautiful and 
there are so many types from which to choose a pet that 
will become gentle and affectionate, if kept under the 
right conditions and treated kindly. Different snakes 
eat different foods and in the case of those that live 
on rodents and garden pests, you do the community a 
great disservice by killing them. My family and I ere, 

I think, considered rather peculiar because w-e love 
these reptiles and keep them as pets. Wc have four 
Garter Srr':o*., all caught by my seven year old son, 
and they are a source of great interest to us. Tn.ir 
home is in an aquarium, the bottom covered with gravel 
and stones, a-small tree branch, and a dish of water for 
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drinking and bathing. Three of them have shed their 
skins since we have had them and at this time they 
became. listless and dull in colour. Their s took on 
a milky, bluish look. They -spent long intervals soaking 
in their dish of water and they fed very little. However, 
upon shedding their skins, they became bright and beautiful 
and very active. ’7ithin a few days they were eating well 
and are now in snlendid condition. 


Garter 

easily, clea 
diet consist 
them feed is 
therni shaken 
touch and fe 
soft and the 
cause some'p 
feeling and 


S- 

rly 


■< C; G 


like many other, tame quickly and 


enjoying the- handling we give them. T'< •: ir 
s of earthworms, frogs and toads. To watch.. 

quite fascinating, A grant many people have 
idea that snakes are coid and slipoery to the 

V 

el revulsion for them. Sn^'-cy nre dry a.nd 
ir searching, little split tongues, whiph 
eoule to recoil in horror, are only used for 
smelling. 


.Do not expect your snake to thrive under poor living 
conditions. Li^e other pets it should be given the food 
and living quarters it requires.•• Care should be taken to 
keep the floor of your snake's nomo dry. "Jet gravel can 
cause a skin disease and if this happens your snake should 
be. turned loose as it also should if it is not feeding well. 


Th. day one of our female G: rtnr Sn-had her 
babies, was a busy and hectic enough one even without this 
great event. My. ; 'nshand and children and I nad planned 
a camping trip and the house was littered; with half-done 
packing, assorted camping equipment and impatient children. 
In addition to this there were various pets to- clean out 
and feed and everyday things to be done like chores and 
meals. Just before lunch I na.d cleaned the snake aquarium, 
put .in a freshly-dug supply of earthworms and put all four 
snakes back into their house. Almost at once a baby snake 
was born and I rusr.yd to the window to call the children 
in from the garden. "Jits trie aquarium on the lunch table, 
v/e gathered excitably round to witness this remarkable 
thing. The voung came down the mother 1 ;' body in a series 
of bumos, each bump, a baby. Tn y emerged from an opening 
just under the mother'- tail, each neatly packaged in a 
rough figure-eight shape and covered with a clear,sticky 
substance. As encn little bundlewas dropped onto the 
gravel, it lay for a few moments and then wriggled free 
of its sticky covering, a beautiful and perfect replica 
of its mother. E-'ch took a few minutes to .rest after this 
exertion and then each shed its skin, whereupon it looked 
glossy and bright and even more beautiful. Th,, babies 
were about seven inches long and lost no time in exploring 
their new home. I vr ■> little afraid of- interference 
from the other snakes, but all those retreated to one 
.corner, where they lay, a watchful and uneasy heap. At 
no time did they show any sign of aggressiveness or desire 
to eat the babies, though they had eagerly and easily 
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tackled earthworms as large or larger, vl- na \/r 
of animal births, but none have fascinated me 
birth did. A r o- wore hours and would have 


seen lots 
as this 
left for 


our camping trip and missed the whole wonderful thing. 

I so pleased my children were able to see it' too. 

It for a most disorganized lunch, but was probably 

one of the most unusual .and interesting that we are ever 
likely to have. 


y 'Jc freed our baby snakes and although we were sorry 
to see them go, we knew we had given then the best start 
in life we could,--a free, natural one. 


Do trv to learn more about our many different types 
of snakes. It is educational, rewarding and in a country 
where there are sote.poisonous snakes in certain areas, 
very wise too. -Vo nope one day to have a Hoy-nose o snake, 
a California Rose’ Bor r?uo an Ind*"'■» r^.nke. 


A reptile more readily accented is the turtle, but 
even here most oeonle are regrettably ignorant, host 
of the little, brightly-coloured turtles sold in pet 
stores die of soft shell caused by a vitamin deficiency 
in the commercial turtle food which has very little food 
value. So -1 :? people even naint them and then wonder why 
they die. I' T "tur r ily one shouldn't try to keen a Snapping 
Tiwrf.lc. or any other anti-social type of turtle as a pet 
but there are a number of land and water turtles which 
are docile, and easy to care for, h-v- a Birr.ding's, 

turtle- and, following the advice given in our much-thumbed 
reptile book, keep it in a shallow pan of water. Its 
natural diet is worms and beetles but it does well on raw 
beef too. It is ... timid type of turtle but within a few 
days it was feeding from our fingers. If it is disturbed 
suddenly, it withdraws into its shell and makes a hissing 
sound.. It,:, m.der shell is hinged and you can feel it move 
when the turtle walks. • 


Yes '. rentiles can make a fascinating and absorbing 
study and even the most interested of us have a lot to 
learn. 


oooo 


and now you know. 


’Yildcelery, V- ll i^ner ia sniral is, is one of the most 
valuable of duck foods in ' the" Ncrtne^st. ' This ""resh-water 
aquatic plant grows in lakes and slow streams. All parts 
of the wildcelery is eaten by waterfowl. Diviu tJ ducks 
are partial to the growing tips of the rootstocks, while 
other species consume the seeds arid leaves. Among the. 
many species feeding on this plant, are the C'w.vasbacl 
Rod read, the Lesser Scaup and the Whistling S' 


the 


r 1 \ 

i* o 


o o o o o 
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and now you know. 

The large seeds of the ill-scented skunkcabbage,S.'-m- 
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plocarpus foetidus, is eaten by gameland bird 
ing tTfe R"ing-necFed pheasant. 


s, 


includ- 


o o O O O 


••• the CH INES E MANTIS IN HAMILTON 

0\, Soar,,ber 5th, Bill Ac "as found a very large 
mantis beneath one of the lights on the parking lot of 
the Gr ' ter Hmilt^ S: o^^ing C: ntre. Mr. D.M. Wood, 
who is in charge of the club'r insect records, has 
identified it as T.:.r iiora sinensis S"assure, the Chinese 
M-ntis, an insect new to the Hr-ilfon-area. 

. Since.its introduction on this continent at ' 

Prtll-rdelphia fifty years ago, it has been increasing its 
range, due largely to the transportation of egg cases. 

No or-o seems to know the extent of its nresent range in 
the United S t ? fc ? •- out Canada, but several years ago Mr. 

v (> found it abundant at Point Poloo... It " oulo be very 
interesting to know whether the species nas established 
itself in theillorea or whether our specimen is 
a. stray, possibly carried here in the tomato shipments 
from L'.u-- ini-.ton. " 

T.ao on'-c.iep can be recognized first because of its 
great size. Any specimens which measure three inches 
or more from the head to tue tip of the abdomen are almost 
certainly, tne Cny.'.ose If anti v. . Ifyam.? should find-one' • 
of these we would appreciate it very much if he or she 
would contact Dr, D-' war, Mr, ’Yooo or myself', 

• 4 • i 

Our specimen is solid brown with a sharply contrast¬ 
ing green band, along the anterior margins of the fore 
wings. Th''Turns as a-green stripe along the side of 
the abdomen when the ’-ings are folded. In ac : -'ir.io. M our 
specimen lacks the black spot, usually with a white centre, 
found on the inner sides of the femur of the fore legs 
of all Eurii.nn mantises (our common species). I* more 
individuals turn up, they may show variations in these 
characters, especially the matter of colour. 


• © o o o 


By Brian Poole. 

: NE'E BOOKS FOR CLUE MEMBERS . \ 

• . AT THE HAMILTO N P UBLI C LIBRARY 

• By Anni- J. "Hunt • ' ... 

t . , 

Bn-.,n -r; filming expeditions of wild life are 
usually very popular because of the fascinating adventures 
they contain. Mrs. Lyle Crislwr'-s Artie »- ild .is no 
exception. It- records the 18 months' 1 stay of Lais and 

H,-r~ Crislor iu Ai-~h^'s Bra-''— r- U hC during 1953, observ- 

ing the caribou and the wolves. T -.ir experience.s are 
very vividly told. Tne part of the book which tells of 
their raising a litter of wolf pups gives a very complete 
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description of "-"If personalities". T'is.-'o i;:.r 
narrative should appeal to arm chair exnlorers as well 
as naturalists. It irluce^ excellent photographs. 


L'-sl in Rule Is •-n nmoteur ecologist. and has written 
a stimulating introduction to the subject of ecology, 
entitled Earth’s cr r..v. In ino discusses the life 
of animals in relation to their nhysical environment 
and the conditions of climate, soil and plant-life 
which govern it.. 


Hu 1 1 not t he ea rth, by E. New'ton-Mhite treats the 
problem of the need of conservation of C.-ucda's natural 


resources. Thio well-written work 


is 


illustrated, with 


drawings by Thoreau cDonald. The title was chosen 
from Revelations "Hurt not the earth neither the sea nor 
the trees." 


In A hive of b ees Jwiin Crompton offers a delightful 
and. witty study of the bee. The illustrations are by 
A.E. Bestall. 


Tiirr very attractive volume of some 96 bird photo¬ 
graphs, many in colour, called The beaut y of b irds , by 
Cyril Newberry.also includes some brief text.' 


Those interested in bird life 'hll also welcome 
Ex tinct and vanishin g b irds of the wo rld by J.C.Greenway 
of the Museum of C* v - oarative Zoology, C;v'nr idge, 
Massachusetts. It is a special publication of the 

American Co.ittee for International EM Id Life Protection. 

This comprehensive text includes an-excellent biblio¬ 
graphy, index, and appendix of a- list of museums in 
which extinct birds are to be found. This authoritative 
and informative book gives the.geography of extinction 
in the ’’Yst. I, c i«.,s , North Africa, The Hawaiian Islands 
and Islands of the Indian Ocean and scientific accounts 
of extinct and vanishing forms illustrated with diagrams 
and maps. TM.s should be a standard work in its field to 
be consulted for reference purposes. 


OOOOO 


" THE MOOD DUCK 1 , 1 Bulletin of the'Hamilton Naturalists 1 
Club, Post Office Box 384, Hamilton, Ontario, published 
monthly September-Jutu-; inclusive. 

Editor; Mr. Robert Bateman, 230 Elmhurst Cre.-.cent, 

Burlington - NE 4-1520. 

Ass’{.Editors; 

Mrs . Alice L >• oureaux, Box 399 •> - H. -iiton JA9-5928 
L- siie Prince, 330 Lodnr Street, Annaster 

MI 8 - 4935 . 
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TfiE SIGNPOST 

.The-Hamilton NaturalistsClub extends a hearty 
welecme. to everyone interested in the world'of living 
• things to follow our SIGNPOST of activities. 'May the 
directions be clear, the details correct and the profit 
and pleasure be all youps. 


0 O o o ft 


0 0 9 0 0 


THANKSGIVING WEEKEND AUTO TRIP TO ALGONQUIN 
P ROVINCIAL P ARK - October 10th,11th , 12th 

Anyone who is interested in the.study, appreciation 
and conservation of nature is heartily welcome. 
Autumn colours at their peak and a bonus reward 
of the sight of suck birds, as the Raven, the 
Canada Jay, the Art.ic-Three-toed Woodpecker 
and the Plicated ’■ r 'v,dpecker, beckon you to? 

U -H ERE - PINE- GROVE INN off beautiful La we of B-vs at 
DWIGIiT 5 Ontario 


WHEN 


Arriving Fnd-ny evening, Octuu'er 9th through 


Monday, October • 12th 


PROGRAMME * Planned hikes- along the many Nature Trails 
in and around Algonquin P r ik, visit, to the Nature 
Museum; guided Canoe Hiwvs through the parkland; 
evening programmes of nature talks, sing-songs, 
square dances, and the 1V 0RLD PREMIERE of the - 
colour films taken at our Victoria D r y Weekend 
C 'l "P , 


F EES - Board, lodging, instruction and supplies - $20.00. 
Five Dollars must accompany registration. 


REGISTRAR t 


Miss -Valerie Wilkinson, 
Montgomery Drive, 
Ancaster, Ontaiio, 


0 * 09 #. 


signpost to nature educati on 

Tire Hamilton Naturalists' Club wishes to. co-operate 
to the fullest extent in arousing greater public interest 
in the value of the appreciation and conservation of our 
natural heritage. Clubs and organizations are urged to 
avail themselves* of the excellent facilities offered by 
our Education Committee. For'speakers, hike leaders, 
loan of equipment (slide projector', screen,selection 
of natural history slides) please contacts'* 

.Mr, and Mrs, Robert Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Av rue 
Dundas, Ontario (MA 8-6846) 
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OCTOBER MONTHLY M 'E E T I N G 
■WE DNESDAY , OC TOBER 14th, 19 59 , - '• '8 :00 P.M. 

i" * 1 

An active member of our....ov./n Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and the recently appointed Editor of "Trie Wood 
Duck", rises to the occasion as featured speaker at •. 
our October meeting. 

► 

ROBERT Mi BATEMAN , naturalist, world-traveller, 
artist and teacher will address our audience, his 
illustrated talk entitled:;. 

.'"HIGHLIGHTS FROM THREE CONTINENTS" 


Your SIGNPOST; 


Lecfeure Hall, 

Hamilton Public Library, 
55 Molt, Street ’7 e. s t, 
H-v-iiton, Ontario. 


..AUTO HIKE- LAKESHORE TO BRONTE 
SUNDAY, OCT OBE R 25th , 1959" “ 

MEET at M AIN and OTT AWA STREETS . Hamilton, for day-long 
trek along the north shore of the Bay and along the 
Leleshore to BRONTE . 

•Bring Lunch 


Your SIGNPOST: Time -9.30A.M.- Leader; 


John MilwS 
TAckson 2-6160. 


o o o oo 


A U D IJ BON S C R E 'E N T 'O U R -S 

• J * L ' ** *-’ r ™ ■ ' r ™ ■ ■■ ■ mmmm mm hm - - - ^ * » 

Superiority and excellence of the Audubon Screen 
Tours series are proven features. If you are not 
already familiar with this entertaining and instructive 
lecture series, acquaint yourself with their 'first 
offering: ... 


ALFRED BAILEY 
WEDNESDAY 


"WILDLIKE D0’"N UNDER" 
OCTOBER 21s t, 1959 


, • .Brochures will be distributed'shortly publicizing 

this series,but we. can't keep secrets like this I 
SuortKers..and titles to follow are: 

■ JOHN MOYER - "JUNGLE TREK IN INDIA" 

ROGER TORY PETERSON - "WILD AMERICA" 

; ; .WILLIAM ANDERSON - "DESIGN FOR SURVIVAL" ' 

CHESTER. P. , LYONS - "THE RIGHT TO LIVE" 

XHL1IL SIGNPOST: Auditorium,W«stdale Secondary Scnool, 

.■ •• Westdale, Hamilton. 

The series of five lectures costs only Three Dollars, 
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individual lecture 75 Cents and.may be procured from 
Audybon Screen Tours, 

• c/o'Mrr, v . Braden, '' '• * 7 . * 

■ .Toterdown P.0., . Ontario 

f » r* • • • . , . • . • 

* — • # * # 4 , , t, , ... 

ter down - ; -MlJ 9-4975) ‘ 


0 0 0 4 6 


CHRI STM AS IS COMING ' • 

Of course, Cnristmas is coming-1 Everyone 
remembers that. BUT, .don't forget to order your 
Christmas CARDS. 4 A large quantity of F deration 
"of Ontario F-turalists Christmas cards, artistically 
designed by our own Robert M. Bateman, .depicting 
the Richardson';. .O-'l is now in stock and may be 
procured' for the first time at our THANKSGIVING 
MEEKEFD. The card's are priced at $1 
Order now from? 

Miss M. Eunice S'illie, 

•66 Stinson Street, 

Hamilton,. OhtArio 

« . • 

(JA. 2-1669) 


50 per dozen 


0 0 0 0 0 


\ • 


AW INTERNATIONAL EVENT 


Exciting news has reached us about the- International 
Exhibit of Nature Photography. This will be.an.exhibit 
of - coloured transparencies from photographers at. home• 
and-abroad-to be viewed and .judged here in Ham ilton, 
under- : thb auspices'of the H : —ilton Naturalists' Club. 

The Co-..'ittee has been formed and wbrk is under way. 

Mr.'- Johu Giles, assisted'by .Mr. ^illiam' Ca'-’ubell, slate* . 
this enthusiastic project for next spring, already pin¬ 
pointing the date Ami 11, i 960 . Match SIGNPOSTS' for 
developments,-- we shall keep you posted. 


0 O O O o 


FEF C 


so 


PLEASE 


Membership fees for 1959-60 Season-are now. coming ■ inland 
are acknowledged with appreciation by the Membership 
Coi'i—i 11 ee. . Remember that your current 1959-60 membership 
dues strengthen and support the excellent work of the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club and entitle you also to a 
subscription of ,"Tue -Mocd DuCrC" . " 

PLEASE send your- dues or any change of address to; 

t. r t .. - . m •• a _• 


f'H n c 


JL t * «.P all 4 


-Torris, Cheirman, Membership Co-i m ittee 


107 St. Jo^cnh 1 f Drive, Atrrt~e.it 401, Ha-ilton, Ontario. 
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JUNIOR CLUB NEW'S 


President - 
Vice-Prasident 
Secretary 
Vice-Secretary 
Records Secretary 
Study Area Director 
Representative for 
those under 14 years 


Mr.Ralph Iriema 
Mi .Jen** Miles; . . 

Miss Caroline Lawson 
Miss Norma Allewell 
Mr . Paul Blrd 
Mr. Ji n Morrow 
Miss Marina Idema 
Mr. Alfred Senior 


FU 3-6411 
JA 2-bl60 
MA 8-8135 
MA 8 6406 
MI 8-6789 
Li 5-9311 

FU 3-6411 
LI 8-1442 



BRING 


YOUR 

*-» ■ ■ — mr m 



You boys and girls who enjoy finding and watching 
the animals and plants in our woods-, fields and marshes - 
share your enjoyment with your friends. Tell them to 
treasure these wonders of Gad's handiwork so that they 
may exist in their natural beauty, unspoiled by un¬ 
necessary destruction, noise and. litter. 

At our Junior Club meetings, we hear from experts 
about aspects of nature unfamiliar to us and w.e share 
our interests in observing, recording and collecting. 

Tnore are hikes, movies, quiz-games, visits to a , 
planetarium and to new nature books at the library. 
Something for everyone 


Also 

All 


a year's subscription to "The -7 000 Duck" 
for your one dollar, annual membership. 


SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR YOUNG NATURALISTS 


Via hope to send one or more children to the Victoria 
Day Weekend Cr-^p next spring or even to the F.O.N. Nature 
Ca^-p next summer. Your contribution may change the life 
of a young girl or boy. Send your donations to 
Dr.-D.M. Davies, 11 Dro-.iore Crescent, I-h-ilton (JA 9-5130) 
or give them to Miss -'Evelyn Morris at the next senior 
meeting. 


• OOOO 


FUTURE JUNICR CLUB EVENTS 


MEETINGS 


P. 


Room FA, Y.U.C.A.- 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 , 7j.3y_ _ __ 

An open meet.ing. "f- •-•ay have a quiz with - kodacErome 
slides. Bring something you have made or collected- 
to sho v! us. 


Each member 
the w ood Duck. 
if you haven't a 
one to. the next 


should br ing a n ature n ote or story for 
This will be yo ur ad missi on ticket , but 
story this time, come anyway and bring 
meeting. 
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SATUR DAY, .OCTOBER_ 2±j_ _ 7i~'.Q P.II. R oom E, Y.b'.C .A. 

Dr. R. V. Best, Department of Geology, McMnstsr 
University v;ill talk to us about fos sils that vie 
can finb around Hamilton. He;"" vill show, us some 

fossils from the University. Brin & fossils that 
you have and he will tell, you v/hat they are. 


FIELD EVENTS 
MOTOR 

HIKE - SUNDAY, 


OCTOBER lo, 9 i 00 A.M. to 4s00 P.M 


Mr. Eric TV. B : 'stin (JA 7-0565) v;ill lead a 
motor hike-; to Rattlesnake Point (" ost of Milton) 
Meet at' the cannon just inside the Yor>{ Street 
entrance to Dun burn Per 5 -. 

B riny, - a lu nch. : 

’’'c'.nr warm hiking clothes - stout shoes. 

I " any pa rent s can help' us b y dr lyin g a - car , 
please join us on the hike 


« o o ooo 


.r». o’o > *. ♦ .Facetiously, the Editorial Board submits this little 
excerpt for a Junior laugh with the caution net to snicker 
; too -hard it-could happen to anyone getting to know things: 

"Early one morning, one of the little girls caught 
a moth which had strayed into the house. Showing a great 
concern for her tiny charge, she tenderly h oused it in a 
mayonnaise'jar and prepared to give it breakfast. But here 
• she needed help and turned to her companion. "What do moths, 
eat?" she inquired, a puzzled look on her face. .••'The other 
little girl pondered, the problem gravely, delved back into 
her city memories, and then replied, "Coats." 


£• o o 


• • 0 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to October 7 , 1959 -249 


Common Loon 
Horned Grebe 
Eared Grebe 

Common Egret 

Least Bittern 
Canada Goose 


6 

1 


American Widgeon 
Shoveler 

Ring-necked Duck 
Harlequin Duck 
White-winged Scoter 
Common Scoter 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merge 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Bald Eagle 


(1) Sep 

( 2 ) 0 ct 
(l)Sep.20 
(l)Octo 4 

(3) Augo30 
(l)Sepo 9 
(l )Aug 0 l 8 

(lieard)Oct, 1 
( 75 )Oct„. 2 
(2^Augol9 

(1) Sepo 2 

( 2 ) 0 ct. 

(l) 0 ct• 

2 ) 0 cto 

1 ) 0 ct 0 
(l)Sep 0 
(l)Sepo20 

(3) Sep 
(l)Sep 


7 

2 

7 

A 


20 


20 


P Longwood Road 
P East End of Bay 
P Clarkson 
Dundas Marsh 
Dundas Marsh 
L Longwood Road 
L Dundas Marsh 
P Dundas Marsh 
Vineland 
P Dundas Marsh 
P Dundas Marsh 
P Clarkson 
Clarkson 
F Clarkson 
A Burlington 
P Clarkson 
P Clarkson 


David K c Powell . 

George W, North 

Ho Axtell, Go North, et al. 

Go North, John Miles 

Do Ko Powell . - 

John Do Johnstone 

John Miles 

Go Wo North 

John D„ Johnstone 

Jo Miles 

Jo Miles 

Lucie McDougall 

Tony Mason' 

Lucie McDougall 

Jo Miles, Go Wo North 

E 0 Ullrich, B„ Nathan, et al 

n n ii ii 


* q 

' C> i. 


il 


II 


Peregrine Falcon 
Pigeon Hawk 
Piping Plover 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Whimbrel 
Upland Plover 
Knot 

Baird’s Sandpiper 


(1) Aug 0 23 P 

(2) Sep. 7 F 

(l)S e P-13 

(l) 0 ct. 3 
1 )Sep. 5 
l)Sep» 1 
(l)Sep'.13 

(l)Sep c 27 

(1) Aug „28 

(2) Sep„ 7 
(2)Aug,26 
(l)Sep.l 2 


F " , Burlington Jo Mile 

7 F McMaster University D„ K« & Thelma Powell 


II 


II 

II 


I! 


II 


II 


II 


Dunlin 

Buff-breasted Sdppr*(l)Sep 0 12 
Wilson’s Phalarope (3)Sep o 10 
Northern Phalarope ( 2 )Sep * 19 
Pomarine Jaeger (l imm)Sep,20 

(l ad„) 0 ct„ 4 


Rattlesnake Point 
A Longwood Road 
F Woodland Cemetery 
A l East End of Bay 
P Bronte 
L Longwood Road 
L Aldershot 
P Dundas Marsh’ 

A East End of Bay 
P Skyway Tollgates 


Parasitic Jaeger 


(2) Sep„19 
(5)Sep„20 

(3) 0ct 
l)Sep 


1 

27 


Caspian Tern 
Whip-poor-will 
Common Nighthawk 
Pileated Woodpecker (l)Augo30 
Yellow-bo Sapsucker ( 2 )Sep a 19 


A Bull’s Point' 
L Bull's Point 
A Bull's Point 
A Clarkson 
Burlington 
A Bronte 
Clarkson 
L Dundas Marsh 
L Guelph Line 


Robto Curry, John Olmsted 
L 0 Gray., Miles, Powell 
Ro Ko Sargeant, J a Miles 
Tony Mason 

Do Ko & Thelma Powell 
James A, N P Dowall 
G c Wo North 5 D„ K« Powell 
Ao Epp, J 0 Miles, G 0 North 
Do Ko Powell 

T 0 Dinniwell, Miles, Perks 
Robert Curry 

Dr o HoW 0 Benson, P * Hamel 
‘Go Wo North, Jo Dowall, et al 
Go Wo North 

W 0 A 0 T 0 Gilmour, J 0 Miles 
Go North, Ro Andrle, et al. 

Jo Miles, Go North 
Dave West 

IL Axtell, Bert Lowe, et ah 
Gc Wo North 


l)Sep 0 29 L Aldershot 

Aldershot 


Eastern Kingbird ( 2 ) 

Gt Crested Flycatchr(l)Sep o 20 
Yellow-bo Flycatcher( 1 )Sep 0 27 
Traill’s Flycatcher (l)Sep.l3 
E 0 Wood Pewee (l)Sep 0 23 

01ive-So Flycatcher (l)Sep* 5 
Cliff Swallow (2)Sepo22 

Purple Martin (l500)Sep e 6 

(3)Sep.28 


Sep<>13 L Milton 



G a 

v> 

U 0 

North 



Ka 

Powell 


Da 

K. 

Powell 

; ery 

Ja 

Mil 

es, Go 


Ga 

North, Do 

-cry 

Da 

t r 

A. -a 

Powell 


L Westdale Park 
L Bull’s Point 
L Eagle Drive 
L ’Woodland Cemetery 
L King's Forest 
East End of Bay 
L Erin Avenue 


North 
Ko Powell 
D„ Ward 
G 0 & Laurel North 
Go Wo North 
Do Ko Powell 
D., Ko & Thelma Powell 
Robert Curry 
Robert Curry 
Robert Curry 
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Red-breastoHuthatch (2)Aug,23 
Winter Wren (3;Sep.27 

Wood Thrush (2)0ct o 4 

Hermit Thrush (l)0ct« 3 

Swainson 1 s Thrush (30}Aug.30 
Gray-cheeked Thrush (l)Sep.25 
Veery (l)0ct, 4 

Golden-cr, Kinglet (2 jSep 19 
Ruby-crown.Kingl 0 1 (1)Sep„12 

Water Pipit 
Yellow-thr 0 Vireo 
Solitary Vireo 
Philadelphia. Viroo 
Tennessee Warbler 
Orange- cr 0 Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Parula Warb 1 er 
Magno 1 ia Warb 1 er 
Cape May Warbler 
Black-thoBlue Warbl 
Myrtle Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler(l)Aug,17 
Ches tnut-sided Warbl (lAugo 14 
Bay-breasted Warbler (1 )Aug°23 
Blackpoll Warbler (2)Sep, 2 
Palm Warbler (l)Sep.22 

Ovenbircl (l)Scp.22 

Northern Waterthrush( 1 )Sop „27 

2) Aug. 9 


(1 )Sop.l2 
(l)Sep. 6 

1) Sep„19 

2) Sep, 2 

(1) Aug„2 3 

(2) Sep„25 

(l)Aug.23 
l)Sep„27 

1 )Aug .23 

(l)Aug.23 
(l)Aug»30 

(3) Sep„12 


II 


Louisiana 
Wilson's Warbler 
Canada Warbler 
Bobolink 
Baltimore Oriole 
Rusty Blackbird 
Evening Grosbeak 
Pine Siskin 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow( 1 ) 0 ct„ 3 
Slate-colored Junco (l)Sep*13 
Whit e-crownedSparrow( 1 )0ct„ 1 
W hit e-1hroat,Sparrow ( 5)Sep 0 12 
Fox Sparrow (l) 0 ct<, 4 

Lincoln's Sparrow (2)Sop 0 12 


(1) Aug.23 
(3)Sep 19 

l)Se P c23 
l)Sop, 8 
(l30)Sep.26 

(io)octo 4 

(2) Sop 0 19 


F Westdale Park 
F Burlington 
L Bundas Marsh 
F Westdale Park 
F calling at night 
F Westdale Park 
L Westdale Park 
F Hamilton Cemetery 
F Bronte 
F Bundas Marsh 
L Spencer Creek 
F Basilica 
F Spencer Creek 
F V/estdale Park 
F Aldershot 
F Westdale Park 
F Westdale Park 
F Westdale Park 
F Westdale Park 
F Westdale Park 
F Westdale Park 
F V/estdale Park 
F Westdale Park 
F Westdale Park 
F Bull's Point 
F King's Forest 
L King's Forest 
L Aldershot 
L Webster's Falls 
F V/estdale Park 
L Westdale Park 
L Aldershot 
L Erin Avenue 
F Bundas Hydro etc, 
F Westdale Park 
F Hamilton Cemetery 
A Bull's Point 
F Appleby Line 
F Bull's Point 
F Bronte 
F McMaster Univ, 

A Bundas- Marsh 


Robto Curry 5 John Olmsted 

B v K„ Powell ? G 0 Wo North 

B. K 0 Powell 9 Go Wo North 

Robert Curry 

Bo Ko Powell 

Go Wo North 

Jo Miles 5 Go North 

Go W. North 

B „ Gunn 

Go Wo North 

Bo Strickland 9 B, Powell 
Jo Miles 
Jo Miles 

Ro Curry 5 J 0 Olmsted 
Bo Ko Powell 
Ro Curry 9 J„ Olmsted 
North 9 Miles, Powell 
Ro Curry 9 J 9 Olmsted 
R« Curry y J c Olmsted 
Bo Ko Powell 
Jo Morrow 
Bon Campbell 
John Miles 

Ro Curry 9 J 0 Olmsted 
Jo Miles 
Robert Curry 


M 


n 


Bo KB Powell 
Go Wo North 
Jo Olmsted9 R, Curry 
Jo Miles9 G„North 
B 0 Ko Powell 
Robert Curry 
Go North9 Jo Olmsted 
Gray9 Ro Stamp9 Powells 
George Meyers ? G, North 
Go Wo North9 Tony Mason 
Ro Ko Sargeant, J 0 Miles 
Go Wo North 
Ro Idemaj Jo Morrow 
Lo Ao Gray9 B, K e Powell 
Jo Miles9 Go North 


v first report of the year; F first of the season L last of the year 

Please send your reports to Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W 0 , 
Hamilton 9 Ont., Telephone JA 2-6082, before the 15 th of the month. 


BIRB MIGRATION INFORMATION BY TELEPHONE 




Through the generosity of tho Cities service Oil Company Ltd, and the efforts 
of our president and the Federation of Ontario Naturalists we now supjjly the 
latest bird news by means of a 30-second recording. Just dial JA 2-7615, At 
the end of the message listen for two "beeps" 9 after which for 30 seconds you 
may dictate into the receiver any item of interest you may have seen. 


\ 





